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Interview

Of Journeys, Milestones and the Chinese Bamboo
Nirav Khambhati
Chief Executive Officer
Warm greetings to all the
readers! It is great to be back
here after what seems like a
rather long time. Meanwhile,
the progress that the
NewsEdge team has made is
really heartening to see.

These days, I am assisting my son with his college
admission process. Those of you who have been
through the ordeal of getting their ward admitted
to a good academic institution at any stage of their
education journey would know how stressful the
process can be. It almost takes all the joy out of
learning, at least for the parents. There must be a
hassle-free way of providing access to world-class
education affordably to everyone!
It was with the dream of finding that “way” that
we embarked upon the journey of Tata ClassEdge
around 7 years back. And like all dreamers, we have
had our highs and our lows. But in the process, we
have built a great product, a fabulous team and
truly amazing relationships with India’s best schools.
It is very satisfying to know that we now empower
teachers across 20,000 classrooms and create more
shiny eyes every day. We are well on track to achieve
our vision of making a significant difference to
the education of 10 million students by 2025 in a
financially self-sustainable manner. And with every
passing day, we are getting better at what truly
makes a difference and sets us apart – “thoughtful
design” and “meticulous implementation”.

But we would have only scratched the surface even
when we reach the 10-million mark. The K12 system
alone in India has over 250 million students! The
opportunities in front of us are simply boundless and
absolutely fascinating. Innovative models are being
tried out every day all over the world in pursuit of the
same dream that we are dreaming. One cannot help
but feel that the education system, as we know, is

We are well on track
to achieve our vision
of making a significant
difference to the
education of 10 million
students by 2025...
on the verge of a very significant breakthrough. The
role that we can play to enable and subsequently
leverage that breakthrough is limited only by our
imagination and courage.
The way the Chinese bamboo grows may have some
important lessons for all of us. Once planted, it needs
to be watered, nurtured and fertilized every day. But
nothing happens for the first four years! And then
almost all of a sudden, the bamboo grows as much
as 90 feet within just 5 weeks.
We have watered, nurtured and fertilized our dream
for 7 years now. Be prepared to witness the rapid
growth that has already begun.
My best wishes to you and your loved ones for the
upcoming festivities.
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Teachers’ Day 2017

Through each of our products, services and programmes,
we have always emphasised that Tata ClassEdge as a brand,
stands for Teachers. As in the last two years, this year too
Tata ClassEdge ran a nationwide campaign on Teachers’
Day aimed at inspiring everyone to come forward and say
‘Thank You’ to their teachers. Through our social media
campaign – #MyTeacher – we reached out to people
across age groups, and asked them to share their fondest
memories of their teachers with us on our Facebook page.
Additionally, we also installed message drop boxes in over
580 schools. Joining hands with the Dell Aarambh Team,
we were able to take our campaign to an additional 4,000
Dell Aarambh Schools. The response to the campaign was
overwhelming, both online and in schools.
We are currently evaluating all entries to identify the top
three entries from each school. For each winning entry,
Tata ClassEdge will hand-deliver a gift to the teachers on
behalf of the students, as an acknowledgement of their
contribution towards building the India of our dreams.
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Watch our campaign video on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJhfyvL4v6E

Social
Impact

Samsung Smart Class Project

Tata ClassEdge has entered into an agreement with Cheil India to implement ClassEdge in 127 schools – 99 of which
are Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas, the Central Government’s premier educational institutes across India, and 28
government state board schools in Chennai. This initiative is in association with the Samsung Smart Class Project.
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Thinking About Values

In today’s rapidly changing world, values and life skills are very important topics for discussion. Tata ClassEdge’s
Thinking About Values series is designed to initiate meaningful dialogue with students on these topics.
In 2016, we introduced books for classes 1 to 5 which received a very positive response. The second edition of
the series now includes books for classes 6 to 8 as well. Each beautifully illustrated lesson in the books covers one
core value and is interspersed with questions to encourage discussion in the classroom. The books, based on the
National Curriculum Framework, cover relevant topics such as Dealing with Strangers, Civic Sense, Good Touch Bad
Touch, Gender Equality, Discrimination and so on.
Emphasis on discussion
and reflection

Available in print and digital formats

Thought-provoking
stories, with rich
illustrations

Exploring the Past – A Timeline Tool
Students find it difficult to connect the many events
they study in history textbooks over the years. Exploring
the Past is a timeline tool with events plotted in a
chronological order. The tool takes students on an audiovisual tour of events that unfolded in the past.
Events have been plotted on two timelines: India and
the World. Each timeline explores the Ancient, Medieval
and Modern periods. In addition, the tool has a section
titled Faraway that deals with fascinating developments
or happenings that occurred in some other part of the
world at the same time.

For more information on these products, write to: enquiry@tataclassedge.com

Comprehensive
teacher guide for
each class
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Commemorating a Remarkable Journey

Payal Patnaik
Senior Manager – Academic Services
“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”
– Helen Keller
At Tata ClassEdge, building lasting relationships with
our clients is strongly embedded in our value system. In
my journey as an Academic Manager, I have truly grown
with my teachers. Together we have explored new ways of
using digital content; learning, unlearning and relearning
in the process; understanding 21st century pedagogies
and much more! At Tata ClassEdge, we have time and
again come back to our schools and tried to add value
and give them a different experience. Every time we have
something different to offer, something unique to do.

highlights of the programme. We also had a few surprise
elements at the event like special messages from the senior
leadership of Tata ClassEdge and heart-warming messages
from the teachers.
The best part was seeing the teachers’ twinkling eyes. The
great memories that we have woven together give us the
assurance that the next five years of our association would
be equally delightful.

This month, we got together to commemorate five
glorious years of partnership with our schools in Orissa in
a specially designed event called Graduation Day. Special
personal invites were sent to the school. As teachers
walked into the seating area, our team was stationed
at different points to welcome the teachers. A grand
flagging off, inspiring talks by stakeholders, a trip down
the memory lane followed by a felicitation of the achievers
and recognition of the teachers’ efforts were some of the

Updates

A Green Partnership: Tata ClassEdge’s Solar Initiative

Sunil Shetty
Director – Technology Solutions
In 2016, Tata ClassEdge undertook a novel initiative to
help schools go green by switching to solar power. The
objective was to reduce their dependence on energy
generated from coal, thermal or diesel-based units and
reduce the schools’ carbon footprints.
Since the launch of the first solar power initiative in a school
in Madhya Pradesh, Tata ClassEdge has been successful
in designing customized solar solutions for schools that
have adopted this initiative. This allows them to meet their
energy requirements and also save considerably on their
electricity bills.
As of September 2017, Tata ClassEdge has implemented
135 kW of solar power solutions, powering 270 classrooms.
We intend to double the implementation by the end of the
academic year.
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Road Safety Poster Making Contest

As part of our endeavor to make safety one of our top priorities and spread
the message of safety far and wide, Tata ClassEdge announced a Road Safety
poster making contest for all school children between 6 to 12 years of age in
the North zone.
We are pleased to share that we received close to 7,000 entries and some
very heart-warming feedback on the contest. We will share the names of the
top three winners in our next edition of NewsEdge.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the schools who
participated in this contest and encouraged their students to visualize and
depict good road safety practices.

Ethics at

Tata Code of Conduct 2015

Maria Chandwani

Chief Engagement Officer
We, at Tata ClassEdge, lay utmost emphasis on correct reporting and representation of data. This is clearly stated
in the Tata Code of Conduct under the clause – Integrity of information and assets.
According to this clause, our employees shall not make any willful
omissions or material misrepresentation that would compromise the
integrity of our records, internal or external communications and reports,
including the financial statements.
To read the Tata Code of Conduct, go to http://www.tata.com/ebook/tcoc/index.html
News

News and Media
The New Waterbot – Article on the FIRST Global Robotics Olympics Indian
team which was sponsored by Tata ClassEdge
http://www.edexlive.com/live-story/2017/jul/21/the-new-waterbot-thesestudents-from-mumbai-made-a-robot-that-can-help-clean-contaminatedwater-866.html

Principals are Role Models for
Students – Article on ‘Conclave’, Tata
ClassEdge’s leadership programme for
principals, in Dainik Jagran
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The ClassEdge Gallery

Reward and recognition event
in Chennai

A workshop on IB education by
Dr. Susan Ledger from Murdoch
University’s School of Education

HealthEdge held in Mumbai,
Nashik and Delhi

Carrom tournament at Tata ClassEdge
head office

n-Executive
Mr. Ishaat Hussain, No
Limited, at Tata
Director of Tata Sons
on 24th August,
ClassEdge head office
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